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DSSC starts new school year, continues with 
flexible learning system

DSSC faculty members facilitate learning using various technologies to provide opportunities for active engagement and immediate feedback to students. These initiatives are part of the 
commitment of the college to create breakthrough strategies and motivate faculty members to execute these strategies amidst the pandemic.

support to Flexible Learning as the “better way 
to go” Dr. Fuentes said that Flexible Learning 
also provides opportunities for pedagogical 
innovation for teachers. To date, teachers from 
various institutes develop ways in order to 
deliver instructions to their students. Aside from 
the modular approach, teachers also conduct 
synchronous and asynchronous lectures for 
students who have access to technology. 
 According to Dr. Siverlyn M. 
Camposano, Director for Instruction DSSC is 
doing its best to treat students fairly, they may be 
adopting modular, online, or blended learning. 
 “It is the goal of the institution 
to ensure that no students be left behind 
amidst the challenges of this pandemic 
while using various modes and learning 
platforms,” Dr. Camposano said.
 As the college started the new 
school year, five institutes conducted 
their respective virtual students’ 
orientation on September 20, 2021.
Dr. Fuentes and Dr. Caballero delivered their 
respective inspirational messages to the students.
Dr. Zandro P. Ibañez, Director of the 
Student Affairs and Services provided 
the Orientation on General Policies, 
Conduct and Discipline for Students. 
The services offered by the Learning 
Resource Center (LRC) was presented by Ms. 
Mabelle B. Brigole, Director of DSSC-LRC.
 Finally, the institute deans namely Dr. 
Eddie D. Batoctoy of Institute of Agriculture 
and Related Sciences (IARS); Dr. Cherry Ann 
P. Roxas of Institute of Business Education and 
Governance (IBEG); Engr. Eduardo Aquino 

of Institute of Computing, Engineering, and 
Technology (ICET); Dr. Cindy B. Rosil, 
Institute of Teacher Education, Arts and 
Sciences (ITEAS); and Dr. Amelie T. Bello, 
Dean of Institute of Graduate and Professional 
Education (IGPE) discussed the institute-
specific policies to their respective students.
 Amidst the pandemic, DSSC 
is celebrating the increase in student 
enrollment for the first semester of the new 
school year. The Office of the Registrar 
reported an increase of 27 percent in the 
student enrollment in the first semester of 
the current school year. (RW/DSSC-PAO)

 r. Augie E. Fuentes, Davao del Sur 
 State College (DSSC) President 
 welcomed all new and 
returning students in a Virtual School 
Year Kick-off on August 23, 2021.
 “I am humbled and proud that 
you have chosen DSSC as an academic 
institution to which you will grow as students 
and professionals,” Dr. Fuentes said in her 
message. She added that despite the pandemic 
and our shift to the new normal, DSSC will 
stand guard to its duty and commitment in 
helping its students achieve their academic 
and professional growth with excellence.
 “As we will continue to serve you 
our dear students, the college will be guided 
and continues to adapt the flexible learning 
system or FLS as it ensures the continuity of 
accessible and inclusive education considering 
various needs,” Dr. Fuentes further said.
 The Learning Continuity Plan of 
the college, as approved by the DSSC Board 
of Trustees, is based on Memorandum No. 4 
series of 2020 which provides guidelines to 
ensure that learning progresses even and amidst 
disasters and calamities such as this pandemic.
 Dr. Graciela L. Caballero, Vice-
President for Academic Affairs called upon 
students to continue achieving their dreams 
through education.
 “Instead of being afraid, we are guided 
by our aspirations and never giving up hope. We 
are all now learning to adapt and persevere in 
adversity and create opportunities during times 
of crisis,” Dr. Caballero said in her message.
 Meanwhile, in her statement of 
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DSSC goes digital, launches digitalization of syllabi, FMIS

Adopt-a-Learner, Tulong-Turo empower students

 According to Dr. Siverlyn M. 
Camposano, Director for Instruction 
that the digitalization of Instructional 
Materials is an attempt of the college to 
mainstream instruction in this new normal.
 “It allows both students and instructors 
to view their lessons in digital format through the 
college's LMS. Students can learn their lessons 
in digital forms in ticks of their fingers, and it 
is also made easier for teachers who handle 

elementary and secondary schools in Davao del 
Sur.
 The highlight of the virtual event 
was the Signing of Commitment led Dr. Cindy 
B. Rosil, Dean of the Institute of Teacher 
Education, Arts, and Sciences (ITEAS) together 
with participating education students who will 
serve as tutors for the program. The signing 
was witnessed by representatives from both 
institutions and by the audience watching on the 
live stream broadcast.
 Present during the virtual launching 
from DSSC were the Dr. Graciela Caballero, 
Vice President for Academic Affairs (VPAA), 
Dr. Alo, Dr. Rosil, Mary Lisley Jane Reyes, 
Teacher Education Program Head, and Christian 
Plariza, the ITEAS Extension Facilitator. 

multiple classes since they are just going to have 
one preparation for all,” Dr. Camposano added.
 Instructional videos for teachers were 
produced and published by the Information and 
Communication Technology Center (ICTC). 
 On the other hand, more than 20 
participants from various units and offices in 
the college participated in the virtual training 
and launching of DSSC Financial Management 
Information System (FMIS) - Budget Module 
and Procurement Module on September 27-
28, 2021. This was made possible by the 
Office of the Chief Administrative Officer 
through the Budget Office and ICTC.
 Charles D. Flores, DSSC Budget 
Officer said that FMIS is an IT infrastructure 
that involves collection, storage, and processing 
of financial data. The FMIS is an integral 
part of the internal control of the college.
 “The launching of FMIS marks 
the shift towards digitalization in pursuit 
of being a smart campus. The FMIS would 
significantly enhance the IT infrastructure, 
enabling the College to render its services 
effectively and efficiently,” Flores added.
 Dr. Augie E. Fuentes, DSSC 
President said that the transition to digital 
platforms opened more opportunities for the 
college to improve accessibility to classes and 
educational opportunities for students who 
have wide range of backgrounds. She also 
added that the automation of the financial 
management processes of the college through 
FMIS is also an opportunity to better serve 
the stakeholders of DSSC. (RW/DSSC-PAO)

Meanwhile, DepEd-Davao del Sur was 
represented by Dr. Mario C. Modejar, School 
Governance and Operations Division (SGOD) 
Chief and Bernie G. Quilaton, the partnership 
focal person who shared an overview of the 
Adopt-a-Learner Program of the ITEAS and the 
Tulong-Turo Program of the DepEd-Division of 
Davao del Sur.
 In his message on behalf of Dr. Nelson 
Lopez, the Schools Division Superintendent, 
Dr. Mondejar said that educating children and 
youth is important and a shared responsibility 
and through commitment and creative 
partnership, we’ll generate strong community 
spirit and makes a holistic learning environment 
for students. (Christian Plariza/ITEAS)

 s the School Year 2021-2022
 opened, Davao del Sur State
 College (DSSC) continues to 
embrace the power of digital technologies to 
better serve its students and other stakeholders.
With its primary aim to assist and meet the 
needs of students and teachers in teaching 
and learning process, the academic unit of 
the college keeps moving forward with the 
digitalization of its Instructional Materials (IMs).

 n September 29, 2021, the Adopt-a-
 Learner Program of Davao
 del Sur State College and the 
Department of Education-Division of Davao 
del Sur (DepEd-Davao del Sur) was officially 
launched. The launching was a short virtual 
event streamed live on the respective Facebook 
pages of DSSC and DepEd-Davao del Sur.
 According to Dr. Meliza Alo, Adopt-
a-Learner Program Project Leader, that DSSC 
envisions to uphold learning for innovative 
and inclusive transformation in line with the 
mission of the college to provide transformative 
experience to our stakeplayers. This is the 
main reason why DSSC partnered with DepEd 
Davao del Sur to provide tutorial program to 
help underprivileged learners in both public 
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Canvas (BMC).
 “The grant is important because 
through this we can start our project to be 
implemented which is the establishment and 
marketing of vermicomposting,” Moughal 
added.
 The team is assisted by their coaches 
Dr. Cherry Ann P. Roxas, Mr. Eric Rellon, 
Mr. Regie Patagoc from the Agribusiness 
Department of the Institute of Business 
Education and Governance (IBEG), and 
Engr. Eric Del Rosario from the Agriculture 
and Biosystems Engineering Department of 
Institute of Computing and Engineering and 
Technology (ICET).
 Meanwhile, Wilmar Labanon, BS 

and degrees. There were 31 from the Institute of 
Graduate and Professional Education (IGPE), 
139 from the Institute of Agriculture and 
Related Sciences (IARS), 93 from Institute of 
Business Education and Governance (IBEG), 
15 from Institute of Computing, Engineering, 
and Technology (ICET), and 38 from Institute 
of Teacher Education, Arts and Sciences.
 In her message to the graduates, Dr. 
Augie E. Fuentes, DSSC President recognized 

Agribusiness alumnus, also qualified to the 
regionals with his proposal “W.P.L. Okra 
Farming: Pickled Okra and Green Caviar 
Cracker with Okra Juice Production."
 The Young Farmers Challenge 
Fund: Kabataang Agribiz Competitive Grant 
Assistance Program is a competitive financial 
grant assistance program for the youth who 
will engage in agri-fishery based enterprises.  
Six national winners will be declared by the 
National Panel of Judges as Outstanding Youth 
Agri-Business Models who will each receive an 
additional cash prize amounting to P300,000 
per enterprise. (RW/DSSC-PAO with reports 
from Celso C. Vergara/DA-RAFIS XI).

and congratulated the parents and loved 
ones of the graduates for their support and
unparalleled love and understanding to the 
graduates.
 “As you go forward to the world of 
great possibilities, I hope that you keep with 
you the core values of your alma mater and 
become SMART members of the community,” 
Dr. Fuentes told the graduates emphasizing the 
College’s Core Values—Service with integrity, 
Mindfulness, Accountability, Respect and 
Teamwork.
 This year, Senator Juan Edgardo 
"Sonny" Angara was the Commencement 
Speaker. In his message, Angara congratulated 
the graduates of the college especially in this 
challenging time.
 “You have all the tools to succeed in 
life, your professors, your parents have worked
hard to equip you with those tools. It’s a matter 
of using them,” Angara said.
 Rene Boy M. Remando, Magna Cum 
Laude from the Institute of Teacher Education,
Arts and Sciences delivered a message on 
behalf of the DSSC Class of 2021. (Pia
Cabarubias/DSSC-OVPAA)

 S Agribusiness students of Davao
 del Sur State College (DSSC) 
 Shahzaib Arshad M. Moughal, 
Celina Fe A. Lanoy and Analie A. Anglacer 
were declared as provincial winners in the 
Young Farmers Challenge: Kabataang Agribiz 
organized by Department of Agriculture.
 The team’s agribusiness 
proposal "Establishment and Marketing of 
Vermicomposting Project" made it to the 
regional level together with other eight entries 
from Davao del Sur. 
 According to Moughal, team leader, 
they already received P50,000 as financial grant 
assistance for their proposed project. They were 
given time to implement their Business Model 

 avao del Sur State College (DSSC)
 celebrated and honored the
 achievements of its graduates 
through a virtual ceremony of the DSSC 2nd 
Commencement Exercises live-streamed on 
August 10, 2021.
 With the theme “Scaling-up 
Resilience and Thriving for Excellence,” a 
total of 316 candidates for graduation were 
conferred with their respective academic titles 

Agribusiness students receive financial grant for Regional Young 
Farmers Challenge

DSSC celebrates 2nd Commencement Exercises virtually
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 Dr. Siverlyn M. Camposano, Director 
for Instruction emphasized the importance of 
contextualizing syllabi and IMs in the time of 
pandemic. She also encouraged the participants 
to be more considerate of the well-being of 
students in facilitating learning off-campus.  
 On the first day of the workshop, 
Cecile C. Lofranco, Gender and Development 
(GAD) Focal Person discussed GAD integration 
in the syllabi, while Dr. Camposano facilitated 
the syllabi review. Moreover, Dr. Cindy B. 
Rosil, ITEAS Dean facilitated the workshop on 
writing the syllabus.
 On the second day of the workshop, 
Dr. Cherry Ann P. Roxas, IBEG Dean headed 
the review of IMs, while Dr. Amelie T. Bello, 
IGPE Dean facilitated the workshop on 

Agudera was presented by Dr. Agudera.
 In the Faculty- Research Category, 
two papers were presented. The paper titled 
“Adaptability of Different Arabica Coffee 
Varieties in Mt. Apo Highland” authored 
by Dr. Graciela L. Caballero, Ralph O. 
Melencion, Regie D. Patagoc, and Edralyn 
M. Catubay was presented by Catubay. On 
the other hand, “Challenges and Responses of 
Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) Towards 
Academic Resilience” authored by Dr. Arnold 
M. Duping and Dr. Queenie Lyn G. Almerez was 
presented by Dr. Almerez; and the paper titled 
“Organizational Attributes and Organizational 
Performance of the Division Offices of Davao 
del Sur and Davao Occidental: An Application 
of Mckinsey 7s Model Abstract” was presented 
by its author Ms. Charisse Vinz M. Bucoya.
 All  presenters received feedback 
from the evaluators regarding their respective 
studies. The ORDE invited the following 
evaluators for the Graduate and Undergraduate 
Categories: Dr. Florencia G. Claveria (De La 
Salle University); Dr. Reynaldo O. Cuizon 
(Davao Medical School Foundation); Dr. 
Juanita C. Leopoldo (Compostela Valley State 
College); and Prof. Mark Anthony F. Rabena 
(UP Los Baños). 
 Meanwhile, Dr. Jonathan A. Bayogan 
(Davao del Norte State College);  Dr. Cecirly G. 
Puig (Univeristy of Southeastern Philippines); 
Dr. Emily S. Antonio (Davao Oriental State 
University); and  Dr. Alvic A. Arnado (Caraga 
State University) served as the evaluators for 
the Faculty Category. (RW/DSSC-PAO)

writing IMs. Institute deans together with 
their respective department heads and faculty 
members presented their workshop outputs 
such as syllabi and course packs which will be 
implemented in the first semester of SY 2021-
2022.
 In her closing message, Dr. Augie 
E. Fuentes, DSSC President announced the 
implementation of Learning Management 
System (LMS) 2.0 developed by the DSSC 
Information and Communication Technology 
Center (ICTC). She also challenged all 
participants to do better and be better in teaching 
their students using the enhanced syllabi and 
IMs. (RW/DSSC-PAO)

 s Davao del Sur State College 
 (DSSC) moves on with flexible 
 learning for School Year 2021-2022, 
the Office of the Director for Instruction (ODI) 
organized a syllabi and instructional materials 
(IMs) review and enhancement workshop on 
August 23-24, 2021 via Google Meet.
 At least 80 part-time lecturers and 
regular faculty members from Institute of 
Graduate and Professional Education (IGPE); 
Institute of Agriculture and Related Sciences 
(IARS); Institute of Business, Entrepreneurship 
and Governance (IBEG); Institute of 
Computing, Engineering and Technology 
(ICET); and Institute of Teacher Education, 
Arts, and Sciences (ITEAS) participated in the 
said virtual workshop.

 avao Del Sur State College (DSSC)
 held its virtual 2nd Annual In-house
 Review 2021 organized by the Office 
of Research, Development and Extension 
(ORDE).
 On July 6, 2021, a total of 10 research 
papers were presented under the Graduate 
and Undergraduate Categories. All papers 
presented were the research results based on 
experimental or theoretical work undertaken by 
the presenters.
 Four presenters from the Institute of 
Graduate and Professional Education (IGPE) 
qualified to present their papers in the Graduate 
Category. These were: Cleford Jay D. Bacan, 
Donna Rose L. Ebo, Ricardo Lauronal, and 
Rhizter M. Rafaela
 On the other hand, six papers were 
presented in the Undergraduate Category. 
The presenters were: Erpie O. Precillas, Remi 
Rose A. Ninal, Kichelle Kristina G. Melendez, 
Bryan B. Cagayan, Leo Dominic A. Junsay, and 
Shawn Marcel A. Medina.
 Meanwhile, another In-House 
Review was conducted on August 16, 2021 
with a total of five research papers presented by 
faculty researchers.
 In the Faculty-Development 
Category, two papers were presented. The 
paper titled “Social Entrepreneurship: A Boost 
to Seaweed and Crop Farmers Organizations 
in Davao del Sur” authored by Dr. Augie E. 
Fuentes, Dr. Graciela L. Caballero, Dr. Della 
Grace Bacaltos, and Mr. Eric E. Rellon was 
presented by Rellon. And the paper titled 
“DSSC Trichoderma Project: Supports Banana 
Growers Manage Fusarium Wilt Disease 
(FWD)” authored by Edralyn Catubay, Jade 
Caintic, Mara Jane Calapardo, Joannie Mae 
Galupan, Sheryll Mae Roy, Jammy Francisco, 
Ruby Paquit, Lemuel Antipora, and Dr. Juan P. 

ORDE conducts Annual In-house Review

ODI leads in syllabi, IMs review, enhancement workshop
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DSSC in the forefront performing the four-fold 
functions of a state-run tertiary institution, Dr. 
Fuentes, together with the various stakeholders 
of DSSC, achieves victories in the field of 
instruction, research, extension, and production. 
 Here are the highlights of 
achievements under her administration 
since her appointment as College President.

 n September 28, 2020, Dr. Augie 
 E. Fuentes took oath before the Davao
 del Sur State College (DSSC) 
Board of Trustees as the first President of 
the College. Her four-year term started 
on the said date, serving after DSSC 
OIC-President Dr. Maricar R. Casquejo.
 With her commitment to make 

O
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at Sulop Municipal Covered Court. During 
the meeting, Dr. Fuentes and Mayor Sagarino 
discussed the future direction of DSSC Sulop 
Extension Campus. They also agreed that 
DSSC Sulop Extension Campus will offer 
Bachelor of Science in Agri-Business and 
the first two years of Bachelor of Secondary 
Education major in English starting in the 
First Semester of School Year 2021-2022. 

Flexible Learning System; creation of Learning
Management System; provision of academic-
related webinars and related trainings; and 
intensified measures of the college against 
COVID-19.
 Dr. Fuentes explained that when 
COVID-19 happened, DSSC immediately 
explored on innovative learning modalities that 
will be most convenient to the students.
 “We opted Flexible Learning 
System using printed modules, our Learning 
Management System, and other digital 
platforms depending on the capacities of 
teachers and students,” Dr. Fuentes added.
 She also mentioned that aside from 
academic trainings to students and teachers, 
DSSC also provides technical trainings to 
other stakeholders such as vegetable and coffee 

 Also present in the meeting were 
Ms. Shiela May T. Malilay, Sulop Municipal 
Agriculturist, and Prof. Salome S. Garciano, 
DSSC College Secretary and Registrar.
After the meeting, Dr. Fuentes visited the DSSC 
Sulop Extension Campus located at Purok 2, 
Poblacion, Sulop, Davao del Sur. (RW/DSSC-
PAO)
 

growers, and financial literacy trainings to 
entrepreneurs among others.
 “We are grateful to the legacy of Pres. 
Rodrigo Roa Duterte on the Universal Access to
Quality Tertiary Education Act or UNIFAST. 
Because of this, DSSC was able to provide 
students in the province the opportunity to 
pursue college degrees through free tuition and
exemption of other fees. And also, we are 
grateful to the Provincial Government of 
Davao del Sur headed by Gov. Marc Cagas for 
providing financial support to many Capitol 
Scholars enrolled in DSSC,” said Dr. Fuentes 
at the end of the program. (Frenches Ann 
Tampadong/DSSC-OP. Photo: Video grab from 
Energy FM 91.1 Facebook page)

 avao del Sur State College (DSSC)
 continues to maintain its strong
 community relations and 
academic cooperation with the visit of 
Dr. Augie E. Fuentes, DSSC President at 
Sulop, Davao del Sur on August 17, 2021.
 A meeting was held between Dr. 
Fuentes and Atty. Jose Jimmy S. Sagarino, 
Municipal Mayor of Sulop, Davao del Sur 

 he Information Center for Davao
 del Sur and Davao Occidental of the  
 Philippine Information Agency (PIA) 
Region XI invited Dr. Augie E. Fuentes, Davao 
del Sur State College (DSSC) President as 
guest speaker on the radio program Gobyerno 
Balitaan, August 9, 2021 episode.
 Gobyerno Balitaan is a Teleradyo 
Program of PIA Davao del Sur and Davao 
Occidental with the partnership of DXGM 
Energy FM 91.1 Digos “as an avenue for the 
information dissemination of the various 
government programs.”
 Hosted by Benida Ramos and Carina 
L. Cayon, Davao del Sur and Davao Occidental
Information Center Manager of PIA XI, Dr. 
Fuentes talked about the updates in the college 
such as the status of implementation of the 

Fuentes talks at Gobyerno Balitaan

Fuentes visits Sulop Extension Campus, sets-up plan with LGU-Sulop

T
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(From L-R) Salome S. Garciano, DSSC Registrar; Dr. Augie E. Fuentes, DSSC President; Hon. Jose Jimmy S. Sagarino, Sulop Municipal Mayor and Shiela May T. Malilay, Sulop Municipal 
Agriculturist.
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participated by the Planning Team and members 
of the Executive Committee headed by Dr. 
Augie E. Fuentes, DSSC President.
 According to Engr. Clara A. Acebes, 
PPDEO Director the activity was part of 
the monitoring of the implementation of the 
institutional targets stipulated in the strategic 
plan in relation to the performance evaluation, 
work and financial plan and organizational 
outcomes.
 The said activity was culminated on 

August 13, 2021 at Passig Islet Aqua-Eco Park 
Resort, Sta. Cruz, Davao del Sur. Dr. Fuentes 
led the culmination activity and assured that the
college is meeting its mission and achieving its 
goals. Present in the culmination activity were 
Dr. Graciela L. Caballero, VP for Academic
Affairs; Dr. Luciano D. Nasibog, Jr., Chief 
Administrative Officer; Salome S. Garciano, 
College Registrar and BOT Secretary; directors, 
institute deans, and other academic and 
administrative unit heads. (RW/DSSC-PAO)

 avao del Sur State College (DSSC), 
 through the Planning and Project 
 Development and Evaluation 
Office (PPDEO), conducted the Institutional 
Performance Planning, Review (First Semester, 
SY 2020-2021); Performance Planning 
(Second Semester, SY 2020-2021).; and the 
Year 1 Target of Strategic Plan Mid-Year 
Assessment on August 11-12, 2021 via Zoom 
Teleconferencing.
 The said virtual activity was 

DSSC conducts Institutional Planning, Review, Assessment

QA advocates participate in AACCUP capability training

Trustees provided an overview of the Online 
Accreditation System and Internal Quality 
Assurance Unit Office. Meanwhile, Dr. Milabel 
E. Ho, AACCUP Executive Director focused on 
planning, preparing, and managing the online 
accreditation visit.
 On the second day of the training, Dr. 
Riceli C. Mendoza, AACCUP Trustee talked 
about how to start off with the Preliminary 
Survey Visit (PSV) and Levels of Online 
Accreditation and Rating; while Dr. Anthony 
M. Penaso, AACCUP Trustee and Training 
Director for Mindanao discussed the strategic 
planning for Quality Assurance.
 Finally, on the third day, Garnette 
Mae V. Balacy, DSSC Quality Assurance 
Officer provided the Day 2 synthesis before 

the presentation and critiquing of Quality 
Assurance Plans were conducted. Engr. 
Clara A. Acebes, DSSC Planning and Project 
Development and Evaluation Office Director 
presented the DSSC Quality Assurance Plan 
to the facilitators and participants. Meanwhile, 
during the Closing Program, Rae Katherine 
D. Adona, BS Development Communication 
Program Head shared her impression about the 
3-day capability training.
 AACCUP awarded Top Performing 
Quality Assurance Advocates. The following 
were the awardees from DSSC: Dr. Zandro 
P. Ibañez, Teresa S. Lumansoc, Ralph Jake T. 
Wabingga, Dr. Meliza P. Alo, Kris Kristofferson 
T. Tan, Dr. Amelie T. Bello, and Garnette Mae 
V. Balacy.
 “DSSC is wholeheartedly grateful for 
this opportunity given to us by the AACCUP 
in guiding and assisting us on the process of 
accrediting our academic programs. Being 
one of the newest higher education institutions 
in the country, it is the vision of the college 
to be internationally-recognized, quality-
driven higher learning institution for inclusive 
transformation,” Dr. Fuentes said in her 
message.
 The said capability training was also 
participated by QA advocates from Agusan 
del Sur State College of Agriculture, and 
Technology (ASSCAT) (RW/DSSC-PAO).

 cademic and administrative 
 personnel and Quality Assurance
 (QA) advocates of Davao del
Sur State College (DSSC) attended the 
capability training on July 13-15, 2021 via Zoom
Teleconferencing.
 Headed by Dr. Augie E. Fuentes, 
DSSC President, at least 30 QA advocates 
from DSSC joined the Capability Training of 
Internal Quality Assurance Teams conducted by 
Accrediting Agency of Chartered Colleges and 
Universities in the Philippines (AACCUP).  
 During the 3-day virtual webinar, 
resource speakers from AACCUP facilitated 
various sessions to capacitate the participants. 
On July 13, 2021, Dr. Myrna Q. Mallari, 
Chair/President of AACCUP Board of 

A
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Dr. Augie E. Fuentes, DSSC President, together with other key officials discussed the future direction of DSSC during the culmination activity at Passig Islet Aqua-Eco Park.
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given timeline.
 According to Dr. Fuentes, small and 
medium entrepreneurs engaged in bamboo 
products development, and farmers in Davao 
Region particularly in all municipalities and 
city of Davao del Sur will benefit from the 
BREAD Project through acquiring knowledge 
on bamboo and enterprise activities.
 Present in the said virtual MoA 
Signing Ceremony were Rolando Pinsoy, 
Development Management Officer of Mindanao 
Development Autority (MinDA); Maria 
Victoria R. Placer, OIC-Provincial Director of 
Department of Trade and Industry (DTI)-Davao 

del Sur Provincial Office; Pablito M. Ofrecia, 
OIC-Provincial Officer of Department of 
Environment and Natural Resources (DENR)-
Davao del Sur Provincial Office; Leah G. Mayol, 
OIC/Science Research Specialist, Department 
of Science and Technology (DOST)- Davao 
del Sur Provincial Office; Ricardo D. Talaboc, 
CEO of Woodworks Kiln Dried Products; Dr. 
Graciela L. Caballero, DSSC VP for Academic 
Affairs; Dr. Luciano N. Nasibog, Jr., DSSC 
Chief Administrative Officer; and members of 
the DSSC Executive Committee.(RW/DSS-
PAO)

 Memorandum of Agreement 
 (MoA) for the Upscaling of Bamboo
 Rural Enterprise and Development 
(BREAD) Project in Davao del Sur was signed 
between Davao del Sur State College (DSSC) 
and Department of Agriculture- Regional Field 
Office XI (DA-RFO XI) on September 15, 2021
in a virtual signing ceremony.
 The MoA was signed between Engr. 
Ricardo M. Oñate, Jr., Regional Executive 
Director of DA-RFO XI and Dr. Augie E. 
Fuentes, DSSC President.
 DA-RFO XI allocated PhP 
20,000,000.00 intended for DSSC to implement 
and operate the said project. Some of the 
infrastructure and equipment components of 
the project are the establishment of Bamboo 
Hub Processing Building and Training Hall, 
procurement of bamboo processing equipment 
hauling truck, and other equipment and conduct 
of activities as provided in the approved project 
proposal.
 Furthermore, under the MoA, DA-
RFO XI agreed to extend technical services 
as may be needed by the DSSC relative to 
project operation in close coordination with the 
Provincial and Municipal Agriculture’s Office. 
Meanwhile, DSSC agreed to create technical 
manpower requirement for the operation of the 
project, and complete the project within the 

MoA on Upscaling BREAD Project to establish bamboo processing hub

A

24, 2021, Dr. Augie E. Fuentes, DSSC 
President and Richard B. Meyers, KSU 
President talked about the general areas of 
interest and cooperation stipulated in the MoU.
The said MoU was submitted by DSSC 
to the International Affairs Staff of 
Commission on Higher Education (CHED-
IAS) and was approved in February 2021.

Under the MoU, DSSC and KSU agreed 
the exchange of scholars and scientists to 
conduct research of mutual interest; and 
exchange of professors for lectures and short-
term visits. The two educational institutions 
also agreed that scholars from DSSC and 
KSU shall be invited for participation in 
conferences, symposia and instruction; and 
exchange of information, academic materials 
and publications in fields of mutual interest.
 “DSSC is grateful to KSU for 
giving this opportunity to participate and serve 
the community by providing academic and 
professional services through this collaboration. 
Through this MoU, we hope that we can 
influence not only our constituents but also 
impart science-based knowledge and share 
to our local and international farmers the 
importance of Conservative Agriculture for 
Sustainable Intensification,” Dr. Fuentes said 
in her message during the virtual MoU signing.
 The virtual MoU signing was also 
attended by other Philippine HEIs that have 
separate MoU with KSU. (RW/DSSC-PAO)

 avao del Sur State College (DSSC)
 and Kansas State University 
 (KSU) entered into a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) on cultural, 
educational, and research cooperation.
 KSU is a comprehensive, 
research, land-grant higher education 
institution located in Manhattan, Kansas.
 In a virtual MoU signing on August 

DSSC inks MoU with American university
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Faculty-researchers participate in research ethics training

Virtual library, cultural heritage center to rise in DSSC 

DSSC highlights core values in CSC 121st Anniversary

personally see the location where the Center 
will be constructed.
 According to Dr. Augie E. Fuentes, 
DSSC President the virtual library can be an 
ideal venue to blend face-to-face with virtual 
meetings, allowing the broad population of 
students who commute or telecommute to join 
their teams in project discussions. She added 
that the establishment of the Center is necessary 
to meet the Certificate of Program Compliance 
(COPC), Centers of Excellence (COE), and 
Centers of Development (COD) standards. 
(Frenches Ann Tampadong/DSSC-OP)

on Work Attitude and Values Engancement.
 Following the discussion of 
Kinatanar, Engr. Clara A. Acebes, Planning 
Director discussed on the DSSC Values Policy 
Guidelines. She highlighted the significance 
of the College’s Core Values S. M. A. R. T. 
which means to render Service with integrity, 
Mindfulness of others, Accountability and 
Respect through Teamwork.
 The afternoon event started with a 
talk on Stress, Brain Health, and Happiness by 
Dr. Lotgarda Tayao. She discussed the scientific 
effects of stress on people’s physical, mental, 
and emotional health. She also shared tips on 
how to reduce and manage stress especially 
to the public servants under hectic and busy 
schedules.

Committee (REC). The Regional Ethics 
Monitoring Board XI facilitated the approval of 
the training for DSSC.
 Dr. Leslie Michelle M. Dalamacio 
of UP Manila and Dr. Lucila T. Lupo of Davao 
Doctors College served as resource speakers. 
They discussed topics such as Informed 
Consent, Protecting Vulnerability in Research, 
Institutional Controls RECs, and Ethics Review 
Process among others.
 “It is very important for the DSSC to 
establish and operationalize the Research Ethics
Committee to ensure that the universal ethical 
principles to protect as well as ensure the 
promotion of the dignity of the respondents and 
participants will be upheld. The DSSC must 
also adhere to guidelines set forth by Philippine 

 To showcase the creativity of the 
DSSC community, academic and administrative 
personnel from the different institutes and 
departments joined in the Short-Film Making 
Competition. The competition aimed to portray 
the best practices of government agencies and 
civil servants with the integration of the DSSC 
core values during the COVID-19 pandemic 
which is in line with the 10-year overarching 
theme of the Civil Service Commission. The 
Short-Film from the Institute of Business, 
Education and Governance (IBEG) bagged 
the first place. Newly-appointed Chief 
Administrative Officer Dr. Luciano D. Nasibog 
Jr. closed the event stressing the importance of 
the role of civil servants especially during state 
emergencies. (Avegail Gimeno/DSSC-HRMO)

 he Virtual Library and Cultural
 Heritage Center will soon rise at the 
 Davao del Sur State College (DSSC) 
Digos Campus.
 The said state-of-the-art Center 
funded by the Office of Senator Sonny Angara 
will feature educational spaces, similar to 
libraries and classrooms that share space for 
information technology, remote or online 
education, tutoring, collaboration, and reading 
or study. 
 On July 15, 2021, Mr. Jess Elarde, 
staff of Senator Angara visited the college to 

 ursuant to Presidential Proclamation
 No. 1050, series of 1997 declaring
 the month of September as the Civil 
Service Month, Davao del Sur State College 
(DSSC) took part in the celebration of the 121 
st Civil Service Anniversary.
 The Office of the Human Resource 
Management, in partnership with the Gender 
and Development Office spearheaded the 121 
st Civil Service Anniversary and DSSC Family 
Day last September 30, 2021 via ZOOM and 
Facebook Live.
 We rose above the challenges we 
have experienced even before the virus for it 
is our vision to provide quality education and 
services to our stake players,” Dr. Augie E. 
Fuentes, DSSC President said in her message.
 Meanwhile, CSC Davao del Sur Field 
Office Director Richard T. Ortiz enlightened the
DSSC community with the reminder of their 
collective duties as responsible civil servants.
 DSSC invited Coach Sisoy Kintanar, 
Go Negosyo Mentor at New Breakthrough 
Consultancy, who emphasized that importance 
of realizing one’s core values in reflection to the 
work attitude and performance during his talk 

 aculty researchers from different
 institutes of Davao del Sur State 
 College (DSSC) attended the Basic 
Research Ethics Training on September 27-28, 
2021 via Zoom Teleconferencing.
 The virtual training was facilitated by 
the Philippine Health Research Ethics Board
(PHREB) for the DSSC Research Ethics 

F
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Health Research Ethics Board (PHREB) for 
study involving human participation and 
experiment research.
 "The DSSC protocols  and guidelines 
will be helpful in attaining relevant and quality 
research and these are also important to attain a 
certain standard in the conduct of undergraduate, 
graduate, and funded research.” Dr. Mark Jude 
F. Trondillo, Office of Research, Development 
and Extension (ORDE) Director.
 The two-day training was organized 
to help the DSSC REC, the committee that 
implements policies managing the ethical 
soundness of the institutional research produced 
by faculty and students.(RW/DSSC-OP)
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